THE  PA  MEN

raupo thatch along Te Aro Flat. Unaware of earth-
quake danger, the settlers and natives rebuilt In
substantial fireproof clay and brick.

Wars with the Maoris divided their energies the
next year. * The Chief, Te Rauparaha, had carried
terror and desolation into the district afterward
named Marlborough, at the top of the South Island.
The site of Picton and its stream (later to be owned
in part by Arthur Beauchamp), called Waitohe after
the Chief's favourite daughter, was precious to him ;
he insisted that the Wairau had not been specifically
named in the Land Company sale, and that the
beautiful country along the Sounds was still native
possession. In 1843, the white men, led by Captain
Arthur Wakefield, Colonel Wakefield's brother,
rashly ventured in to survey, and were slaughtered
in the cc Wairau massacre." For years afterwards
the situation of the English settlers was precarious :
native discontent flared intermittently, fanned by
martinet governors,

Yet the colony at Wellington was planted more
firmly by every ship docked. Gradually it crept up
the hills surrounding the Harbour :

" The country for some miles about Port Nichol-
son " (wrote the artist, Mr. Angas, in 1845) " is little
else than a succession of steep, irregular hills, clothed
with dense forests ; the nearest available land of any
extent is the valley of the Hutt, . . . By an enormous
and almost incredible expenditure of labour and
money, they have cut down the lofty trees and cleared
patches here and there amongst the forest, on the
mountain sides to sow their wheat ; but owing to the
steepness of the hills the heavy rains washed down
much of the seed sown, and the unfortunate settlers
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